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— ooOoo — 

Have  you  any  pressing  problems  today?    Well,  of  cours 
"but  let's  talk  about  the  pressing  problems  that  confront  y 
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everyone  has-  ^TURE 


on  your  ironing 

board.    Cleaning  and  pressing  services  are  hard  to  get  nowadays,  so  most  home- 
makers  are  spending  more  time  taking  care  of  the  family  wardrobe.    And  now  that 
the  holiday  season  is  here,  you'll  want  to  be  especially  sure  all  the  family 
turns  out  with  their  clothes  looking  their  very  best. 

Many  home-pressed  clothes  have  tell-tale  wrinkles  around  the  armholes, 
shiny  seams,  and  wrinkled  collars  that  betray  an  amateur's  handon  the  iron. 
But  you  can  give  clothes  a  finished, professional-looking  press. . .provided  you 
have  the  right  tools,  according  to  clothing  specialists  of  the    U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.     Some  of  these  handy  tools  for  pressing  are  simple  gadgets  that 
ysu  can  easily  make  at  very  little  cost. 

First  of  all,  though,  take  a  look  at  your  iron.     It  needs  to  be  in  good 
condition,  with  a  smooth,  clean  surface.    Keep  your  iron  on  a  stand  or  pad,  and 
set  it  up  on  its  own  rest,  when  you're  not  using  it.    Clean  the  ironing  surface 
by  rubbing  the  iron  over  waxpaper,  then  over  brown  wrapping  paper. 

And  of  course  your  ironing  board  is  important.    Have  it  a  good  height,  so 
you  can  work  without  vetting  all  worn  out.    And  have  the  board  well-padded,  and 
keep  a  clean  cover  on  it. 

Now,  to  get  back  to  the  pressing  gadgets  we  were  talking  about.    A  sleeve- 
board  is  a  big  help  for  doing  sleeves,   shoulders,  bias  collars,  and  all  the 
places  that  are  hard  to  get  at  with  the  iron.    A  sleeve  board  is  just  a  small- 
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size  ironing  board  that  you  set  up  on  your  regular  board.    A  handyman — or  a 
handy-woman — can  make  a  sleeve  board  without  much  trouble. 

For  -pressing  armholes,  and  other  curved  seams,  where  a  flat  board  makes 
the  material  wrinkle,  a  tailor ' s  ham  is  useful.     The  ham  looks  like  an  oval- 
shaped  cushion*     To  make  it,   cut  out  two  oval  pieces  of  canvas  about  a  foot  long 
...6  inches  wide  in  the  center* t. and  tapering  to  about  2  inches  at  each  end. 
Stitch  the  two  pieces  together,  leaving  an  opening  large  enough  to  put  in  a 
filling*    Now,   turn  the  ham  inside  out,  stuff  it  tight  with  sawdust  or  scraps 
of  cloth,  and  sew  up  the  opening.    And  there's  your  tailor's  ham.     The  ham  will 
press  down  as  you  use  it,   so  in  time  you  may  have  to  add  more  stuffing. 

If  you've  struggled  with  shiny  seam  marks  on  sleeves  and  skirts,  here's  an 
idea  you'll  appreciate:     It's  a  press  roll,  and  to  make  it,  all  you  need  is 
18  inches  of  broom  handle  smoothly  padded... or  a  rolled-up  magazine  tightly 
wrapped  in  several  layers  of  cotton  cloth.     When  you  press  over  this  roll,  the 
pressure  of  the  iron  comes  only  on  the  seam,  and  doesn't  leave  a  mark  on  either 
side. 

Another  help  is  a  piece  of  cardboard  about  4  by  12  inches,  to  insert 
between  two  thicknesses  of  material  when  you're  pressing  pleats  or  seams.  The 
cardboard  prevents  the  lower  fold  of  material  from  leaving  a  mark  on  the  upper 
thickness. 

To  get  sleeve  tops  looking  right  is  often  difficult,  especially  with  the 
modern  padded  shoulder.    A  special  sleeve  press  -pad  helps  here,  and  is  easy  to 
make.     Cut  a  circle  of  canvas  about  ten  inches  in  diameter.     Fold  the  circle  in 
half ...  stitch  it  partly  closed. .. fill  it  with  sawdust. . .and  sew  up  the  opening. 
Then  tie  the  pad  onto  the  small  end  of  your  sleeve  board  with  tapes,  and  the 
pad  will  curve  to  the  shape  of  a  shoulder. 
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An  important  nart  of  your  ironing  equipment  is  the  right  kind  of  press 
cloth.    Rayons  and  woolens,  especially,  are  likely  to  get  shiny  if  you  don't 
press  them  right,  and  a  press  cloth  helps  keep  them  new-looking.     You  can't  use 
the  same  -oress  cloth  satisfactorily  for  every  type  of  faoric.    Rayons  need  a 
slightly  dampened  cheesecloth.     Or,  dampened  tissue  pa-oer  will  give  rayon  a  nice 
press. 

'Woolens  require  careful  pressing  "because  wool  fihres  shrink  and  harden  under 
excessive  heat.     It's  a  good  idea  to  use  two  press  cloths  on  woolen  garments: 
one  woolen  cloth,  and  one  cotton;    Lay  the  woolen  press  cloth  next  to  the  garment. 
Dampen  the  cotton  cloth  in  warm  water  and  lay  it  on  top.     Press  "by  setting  down 
and  lifting  a  Warm  iron.     Leave  a  little  moisture  in  woolens j  Or  the  wool  will 
"be  hard  and  lifeless.     Lift  the  press  cloths  while  the  material  is  still  a  little 
steamy,  then  beat  out  the  steam  with  your  hands  or  a  bit  of  smooth  hoard. 

Specially  treated  press  cloths  are  useful  for  some  fabrics,  particularly 
woolens  that  are  hard  to  press. 

You'll  find  that  the  right  tools — the  press  cloths. . .handy  pads  and  rolls 
...a  sleeve  hoard — will  make  a  difference  in  the  way  your  garments  look.  To 
give  yourself  the  help  of  these  extras. .. they' re  easy  to  make,  and  they'll  re- 
ward you  over  and  over  hy  helping  you  turn  out  professional-looking  pressing 
johs. 
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